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Dear Parent/Carers,

Another fantastically action packed half term has literally flown past. The children have... been bursting
with energy and a true enthusiasm for learning, experienced wonderful trips out and received special,
magical visitors in. | hope you all have a peaceful Christmas packed with laughter, love and joy.

Book Share

Thank you to everyone, who attended our book sharing afternoon, all the way back in October. The event
once again highlighted how our children prove consistently enthusiastic to share their work, which

accentuates their pride and sense of achievement in their learning.

Wrap around provision

Every morning from 7.30am and every afternoon until 5.00pm, we have a superb team, who organise and
lead activities for the children before and after school. Make sure you contact the school office for further
information or to book a place for your child. Here you can see the children participating in a little
gingerbread cooking and decorating; featuring as one of the many fantastic activities offered, across the
course of this term.




Display Boards
All display boards are riddled with colour and information, which provoke thought and curiosity towards

our learning. Subsequently, it highlights the true pride that we all share for creating an enticing and

dynamic school.
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Attendance

High attendance is imperative for every child’s academic success and wellbeing at school. Each day of
learning builds on the last, helping children to grow in knowledge, confidence, and friendship. When pupils
attend school regularly, they are able to fully engage in lessons, develop strong relationships with their
teachers and classmates, and take part in the rich opportunities we offer. Please ensure you support good
attendance by enabling your child or children to arrive on time each day, ready to learn and flourish
together. We monitor children’s attendance and punctuality closely. When necessary, we report concerns
to the Local Authority and take the appropriate action. Please also remember — holidays during term time
are not permitted and will from January incur a fine.
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Here Today, Ready for Tomorrow!
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Nursery

All children within are provision are super inquisitive and curious learners, who love asking lots of
questions and conversing freely with others. We are extremely fortunate to have a wonderfully green and
beautifully scenic outdoor environment, where the children thoroughly relish walking, exploring and

playing




Remembrance Service

Remembrance Service is always a special and important occasion here at Ash, as many of our children have
relatives who serve in the armed forces. This year, our year six children assumed the role of WW1 soldiers
in the trenches, sharing their exceptionally emotive writing through the genre of diary entries. The year five
read their creatively structured poppy fuelled poetry and the hall was adorned with colourful poppy
themed artwork.




Make sure you read as much as possible over the holidays with your child or children because the benefits
are boundless.
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| 1904, Sprin,
Massachusetts and
lived for 87 years.
He is better known
‘ as the world-famous
author Dr Seuss!

Dr Seuss is also an illustrator and
cartoonist. He has written and
illustrated over 60 books!

He is known for his nonsense
words, playful rhymes, unusual
creatures and worlds filled with

imagination!
Find put more at wiwvw.drseussenterprises,com
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Houses of Parliament
An absolutely brilliant day was experienced by our year six children, as they travelled to London and

wandered the floors of the House of Lords. Rubbing shoulders with notable peers and Baronesses,

desperately wanting to pass laws concerning free weekly sweet allowances and entitlements, for all
children under the age of 11. Unfortunately, on this occasion, it proved an impossible task... however the

political hook proved infectious and there are definitely future MPs in our midst. Huge thank you to

lichester for organising and generously inviting us to share the experience with them.

Yeovilton — Fleet Air Arm Museum
Our Reception, Yrl and Yr2 children had a marvellous experience exploring our local Naval Air base;
learning a little about the history of aviation, observing a variety of aircraft take off / land and thoroughly
enjoying the opportunity to dress up. A wonderfully inspiring resource, literally on our doorstep.




Charity and Community Generosity

Support for Children in Need, Save the Children and School in a Bag have been generously supported by our
wonderful community and children this term. Surprised and elated, we were even visited by an
exceptionally renown yellow bear.

Musical Celebration
Quipped with mainly cellos and violins, voices, a piano and a couple of guitars thrown in for good measure,
KS2 exemplified their musical prowess, yet again, in a wonderful afternoon performance. Confidence was

flowing, in harmony with their rhythmical melodies as they highlighted their learning from across the term.
A special thank you goes to Sephi Williams from Somerset Music, who organised and orchestrated the
whole occasion - obviously with a little help from school. It truly was captivating and magical. They are a
wonderfully talented little bunch.




Another special visitor
Arriving by helicopter, in howling winds and torrential rain, Santa and his little helpers remained

undeterred, spreading a little sparkle of magic to a rather gloomy day. With a degree of anxiety, to say the

least, Mrs Gibbons and all the staff held their breath, as the helicopter approached the school field. Certain

the rotor blades were going to clip the tree branches; they were all amazed and overjoyed (relieved) when
it landed perfectly.




Christmas Lunch

Festive spirit was enjoyed by all, as we shared a wonderful Christmas hot dinner or Christmas packed lunch.
Jokes were a plenty, hats were a slipping and stickers were a sticking. All children loved the crackers and the

entertaining music that was played.

Beauty and The Beast

A great experience for all our Reception and KS1 children, as they were fully immersed and absorbed in a
pantomime for the afternoon.




Christmas Nativities

Simply stunning and spectacularly memorable performances from all children within the nativity
plays. Every single child’s energy and enthusiasm throughout the rehearsals and their final
performances was apparent. Clarity and harmony, resonated from each voice as they sang, alongside
confidence and true stage presence, whilst delivering their lines. They were all truly memorable
performances and an absolute joy to watch.







Father Christmas visits again!

Thankyou once again to our wonderful PTA, who happen to know Father Christmas. Luckily, he was
available on Friday 19t December, taking sometime out of his exceptionally busy schedule to visit us, once
again. Conversing with Santa, the children were in awe and wonder. Magical, special and what an absolute




Christmas Tree Decorated

Once again, we were exceptionally fortunate to be blessed with a fabulous tree, to adorn the school hall.
This marvellously shaped fir was erected by the wondrous Mr Coombes and with only a minor degree of
persuasion and persistent pestering, he adjusted its stance and angle so that we were all happy. Such a

legend, he even ensured the decorations were all placed safely upon the tree.




Keep on running

Hugo’s passion for running all started at school
with Miss Cockram’s Cross Country running
; club. From here, he has been selected to run for
| Wells City Harriers in the under 11s Wessex
Cross Country league. His enthusiasm for
competition enabled Hugo to achieve 14t place
overall, with his fastest time of the season
being 6min and 40secs. We are all super proud
of your sheer determination and effort Hugo.
Fantastic

Who could this be?

Blessed with a genuine heart of gold, |
would like to thank this wonderful man for
everything he does for our school and
community. Each morning, whatever the
weather, he welcomes every one of us with
a warm, welcoming smile and heartfelt

quip.

I hope you all have a truly
magnificent Christmas and a
wonderful New Year.




School Prayer

Dates to remember

Monday 5™ January — INSET DAY
Tuesday 6™ January — All children return to school

More dates to be sent out on our return to school, after the holidays. Dates can also be found on the school
web site, under calendar.




At Notional Online 56 foty, we boliove in empow or ing po fents, carers o nd trus ted odults wit hthe informaotion to hold aninformed canversation about online s afety with their ohi idren, s hauld they feol
Rtisneod od. This guide focuses onone | ssue of many which we bali ove trusted adults should b e aware of. ¥ sase visi twww .nationaloniine safoty com for further guid es, hints and tips for adults.

What Parents & Carers Need to Know about

SETTING UP NEW DEVICES
FOR CHILDREN

At Christmas, millions of lucky children will be excitedly ripping the wrapping off new phones, tablets, computers or
consoles. However, in the rush to let young ones enjoy their shiny gadgets, many parents neglect to set these devices
up safely - increasing the chances of children going online and stumbling across aduit content, making expensive
downloads or installing unsuitable apps. A littie time configuring the device properly can save a lot of anguish later.
Here are our top tips to ensure that a dream gift on Christmas morning doesn’t turn into a nightmare by New Year.

PASSCODES FOR IPHONE/IPAD g

Hf your child's getting their own iPhone or

@ iPad, you con set parental controls that
make it difficult for them to access
inappropriate content or download
ox?enslva apps. Once the deviceis =
set up, ?o to the Settings app ond tap
Screen Time, then select Use Screen

Time Passcode and enter a

passcode. Keep it to yourselt

so your child can’t switch the

protection off.

SCREEN TIME SETTINGS ON
IPHONE/IPAD ’

once you've set a
Screen Time Passcode,
you can adjust various

- safety settings, You could, for
example, onlr allow communication
wit ple from the Contacts app, place
restrictions on App Store purchases and
apgly age limits to movies, music and
wob content, There are many more
grotecﬁve options available within the

creen Time settings section,

|
FAMILY LINK FOR ANDROID

Parents can manage Androld
nes and tablets, os weil as

oogle Chromebooks, through
Google's Family Link app.
This gives your child some
independence (and their own
Gooqte ocooumfbm lets parents
monitor which apps are used,
set /imits on content and ensure that

\ raramal permission is required to
nstall u'rpc; Look for Family Link in the

Google Play Store,

ADD A CHILD TO FAMILY LINK ‘
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The egsiest way to add a child’s device

to Family Link is to set it up with its own

Google account. It's a good idea to

create this before they use their new
ne, tablet or Chromebook. Once

hey're logged in, open the romI|¥

Link app on r phone, press ‘+’ in

the top right and add a new family

member using their Google

account details. Then follow the

on-screen instructions.

3 FAMILY SHARING ON A MAC

Families using a Mac get similar

screen time options to iPhone and

iPad users. Again, if you're setting

up a Mac fora chlld, make yourself

the main admin and add them as a user.

This is hondled through Afplo's Family

Sharing service, which not only allows you to

put controls on child accounts but share apps

and other purchases wm) hem too. Search

‘family sharing’ at https://support.apple.com. *
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Meet Qur Expert

Barry Collins hos been a technology journalist and editor for
maore than 20 years, working for titles such as the Sunday Times,
Which?, PC Pro and Computeractive, He's appeared regularly as
notogy pundit on television and radio, including on
] Radio § Live and ITV News at Ten. He has two children
rites regularty about internet safety issues,

if you're planning to implement

any kind of restriction or protection

settings on your child’s new device,

we'd racommend having a discussion

with your mung one first about what

these controls do, and what they are

for. If you try to impose parental controls
surreptitiously or with no advance womlr?,
don't be surprised if your child tries to find o
way around them.
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ccount: Settings » Accounts » Farm
‘Other Users > Add Other User. i

‘ TREAT AN XBOX LIKE A PC

The same control ultlr?s you K )
use for a PC can be used to apply :
parental controls on an Xbox,

Again, once K""’ child Is signed into

the Xbox with thelr own account,

can then monitor and regulate their

activity from a PC or web browser.

Microsoft's dashboard allows you to

" ge volce cor |cation through
the console: o you can limit who can
contact your child, for example.

rIrsss
INSTALL XBOX FAMILY SETTINGS

If you don't have a PC; but your child

does have an Xbox, it m&?h be easier to

use the Xbox Family Settings app for -~
iPhone or Android. Here, you can restrict “
console scresn time (particularly handy

if the console is in a bedroom), restrict
communication and monitor the types

of game being played. There's also a

feature where you can allocate spending
money for games or in-game purchases.

STAY VIGILANT

It's important to remember
that none of these methods
is 100% foolproof. Nobody will
avar invent flawless filters or
Ennntal controls - not least
what's ur

bie to some parents
Is perfactly acceptable to others. So alt ough
devices' parental controls will help to keep your
child safe online, they work best side by side
with good old-fashioned parental vigilance.
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@ www.nationalonlinesafety.com ’@notonlinemfety n/NotionclenlineScfety @notionalonlinesafety
Users ofthis guidedo so atthelr own discretion. No liabllity is entered into. Current as of thedate of release: 22.12.2021




At The Notional College, owur WokeUpWednesdoy guides empower ond equip porents, carers ond educotors with the contidence and procticol skils 1o be obie to have informed and oge-appropnate
comwrsations with children about online sctety, mental health end welibeing, and climate change. Formarty delivered by National Online Safety, thede guides now oddress wider topics ond themes

[ >

For further guides, hints and tips, pleose visit nationalcoliege.com
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10 TOp Tips.for.Parents'and Educators

SAEETY OVER THE FESTIVE SEAS@N

The holiday season, marked by Christmas and New Year, brings joy and togetherness but also presents unique sofety
challenges lor children, familles and educators. From busy holiday shopping, traveling and family gatherings to
managing digital activity durlng school breoks, staying safe during this period requires heightened awareness. This

gulide offers practical tips to help famifies ond educators mointaln a more secure and fulllling festive period,

y MONITOR DIGITAL
ACTNITY

Chiidren spend more time anline during school holidays,
ncreasing exposure 1o potentiol dongers such os
CYDerbuRying, inappropricte cantent oad online
predaton. Baloncing scroen time, avolding harmiul
webitites and sasunng childran angage positively anfine
can te ditticult without proper monitoring toals. Set clear
boundaries, ancownge open discursions about anfiom
soloty and use p o Qo content
exposure ond screen time aflectively. Regulor check-im
and positive reinforcement orounac tigiial hatits
encourags sale online behaeviour,

PRACTICE FIRE
SAFETY PROTOCOLS

The Incidence of house lires Increcses during Christmas
due to greater ugo of kern and electrical
deccrotions. Open flames, slecirical overioods and the
need lor quick responss plans con make fire wolety
chattanging. Ensure smake detsctars are operctional,
keop tro extinguisnhars on hand and teach children how
10 respond in cose of @ fim smergency, Avokd laving
cooking unottended and wie fire-sate candles to
provent mishops,

LS A e e,

3 CREATE TRAVEL
SAFETY PLANS

Ware famiies tend to travel during the holidoys.
rsulting in busier rocds, increcsed talfic cccidents ond
woother-reloted hatords. Weather conditions, road rage,
fatigue ond busy girpents con ol compeomise travel
safety, Pock emergency kits ond odhere to seatbelt lows.
Pan routes in odvonce and oliow axtro troved ime to
avold rushing ono mitigate fsks on busy roods.
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4 BEWARE OF ALLERGIES

Holidoy mools ofton Invoive many foods thot may
contain allergens. Crans comamination, uncisar
labeding and ook of oliergy-Irlendly options can lead to
sevure recctioos. Communicate any ellergy needs to
hosts, p vate food ives ond carry r

Al ke i ¢ or EgiPane. Tacehing
children how to odvocate for themeelves and recognise
dengercus loods alie o safer culebeoti

¢ PREVENT THE
SPREAD OF ILLNESS

Cald weathmet ond living can |

the spread of viruses like Nu ond COVID-18. Crowded
getherings, schools oul of sessan ond frequent rovel con
toad to hegher infection risics. Emphasise hygiens,
encaurage vaccination, diainfect wurfoces and isolate
symptomotic individuais. Communication with chiidren
abaut proper hygiend peoctices is sssentiol 1o reduce the
spreac of itnocs.

Meet Qur Expert

James Whelon is a chartersd hecith and satety consuitant with 10 yecrs
ol experance in promoting family and community salety. Specialising in

&

fisk assesimaent and preventotive wtrategies, e has warked with
educational instRutions, public health agencies and community groups

to deliver satety education and training
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ful rederence tist on ol at mttps/inoric

X @wake_up_weds

K3 /wuwthenationalcollege

@wake.up.wednesday

STAY VIGILANT

& ON THE ROAD

ncreased hollday traffic heightens the risk ol occidents
for both drivers ond pedestrions. Distroctad driving,
pedestrian satety and inclermant weathor con complicate
read safety. Encouroge pedestrian salety practices, avoid
distracted driving ond never dnve undef the nlluence,
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7 MAINTAIN SAFE
DECORATIONS

Festive decorations such as Christmos lights and candles
oon pose olectdeal, fire and ehoking hasarss
mishandled Froyed wires, toppling Cheistmaos trees, small
ornaments and open Names con be difficuit 1o control.
y inBusy b h wah Inspect and
socure ¢ Qs trees, pioce
!rnqh or cmd fermns out of reach end ensure candles ore
never left unattended, Testing smoke otarma and using

llorne- retardant deoarations can significantly reduce
SET BOUNDARIES

FOR GIFTS @ \’

Sume toys and godgats ¢an presant chaking, sharp-edge
or safety riska, portioularly for young children. Ensuring
ihat gifts meet salety standards ond are oge cpproprats
can be complex with 30 many options avollable, mspect
oll toys covetully and eniure any tech dovices have
patental controls, Setting sxpectations around sofe gt
use ond discarding packaging that poses o nisk alse heips
to pravent accidents,
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g ADDRESS STRESS *
& FATIGUE

Holdoy prussures con leod to burnoul, which aflects both
physicol and mental health, Cverpacked schedulss and a
lack of downtime oon coues stross ond fotigue, leoding to

Of POOT BeCH %J. Incorporote rest,
maintain regusar routines and uclr suppaort 1o reduce
stress. Encouroge activities that promote relaxction to
creats o healihier, hoppiar holidoy expariencs foe
overyone.

10 DRINK RESPONSIBLY

Alcohal Is commonty present at hoSiday events, rosing
cancams aboul safaty and supervision. Ixcestive alcobol
ption can ivad to accidents, impaired judgment
and lack of supsevision for chiidran, Designute
responsidle odults, limit cansumption and provide
tronsportation allarnatives for guesta l-ochug
maoderotion ond l haviour In front
of ehildran snsures thot ubb:nuam ramoin postive and

o' @wakeup.weds

Users of this guide do 5o at thelr own discretion. No liability ks entered Into. Current as of the date of release: 11.12.2024
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